Man falls 52 feet from radio tower

Man working on radio tower falls 52 feet, is badly injured
MORGANTON
A Florida subcontractor working on a Morganton radio tower was critically injured Monday evening when he fell 52 feet to the ground, authorities said. The 31-year-old man, whom authorities would not name because they were still trying to contact his family, had just finished installing a new microwave dish on the 911 tower about 6 p.m. when he fell, said Maj. Ken Anthony of Burke County Emergency Services.The only time the man was without a harness, Anthony said, was when he was climbing up or down the tower, and it is likely he had just unhooked the safety device to begin his descent.

The man, from Lake City, Fla., was taken by helicopter to Carolinas Medical Center, where he was in surgery most of Monday night for serious head trauma. He was still in critical condition Tuesday afternoon, Anthony said. -- marcie young
