Texan falls to his death at Port of Shreveport-Bossier
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A Texas man fell to his death Friday morning while working on a communications tower at the Port of Shreveport-Bossier in an unincorporated area of southeast Caddo.

Authorities said they were unsure how far Anthony Shands fell. The 72-year-old Gilmer resident had been connecting cables on the 150-foot tower for about an hour, according to Caddo sheriff's spokeswoman Cindy Chadwick.
	


Shands was wearing a harness as he worked, but it had not been determined whether the equipment malfunctioned or may have been misused, Chadwick said.

The Caddo coroner's office will determine the official cause of Shands' death in the accident in the 10300 block of state Highway 1.

Shands and his wife own Service Tower, a company that builds and services radio communication towers, Chadwick said.

The tower Shands was working on is adjacent Morris & Dickson Co. Ltd., she said. Workers inside the building were talking with Shands by radio at the time of the accident, which Caddo 911 records indicate was reported about 10:35 a.m.

"They heard a noise and couldn't communicate with him anymore," Chadwick said. "When they went out to check on him, he was on the ground."

A supervisor for Morris & Dickson said one of his employees who was communicating with Shands via walkie-talkie heard a "thud."

"When they heard the thud, they thought he dropped a tool," Chief Operating Officer Paul Dickson said. "They went outside when he didn't answer and found him."

Dickson said that he did not know Shands well and that Shands was subcontracted through another company. He had worked on the tower before, Dickson said.

"I know he was familiar to our people. I heard he'd been doing it 40 years. It's very sad it ended that way. Everybody was very sad for his family and for him."

Caddo Fire District 5, four units from the Shreveport Fire Department and Caddo sheriff's deputies initially were dispatched. Shreveport fire personnel were recalled when it was determined the scene of the accident, a warehouse on Tones Bayou Road at Highway 1, on the north side of the port property, is outside the city limits.

Life Air Rescue also was summoned but later was told to stand down.

The U.S. Labor Department's Occupational Safety & Health Administration likely will investigate Shands' death, Chadwick said.

— Times staffer John Andrew Prime contributed to this report.
